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This is the Winter 2011 issue of  the Gryphon’s Tale, a publication of  the Barony of  
the Flaming Gryphon of  the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). The 
Gryphon’s Tale is available from Brenda McPherson 752 E. Dorothy Lane, Kette-
ring, Ohio 45419. It is not a corporate publication of  SCA, Inc., and does not deline-
ate SCA, Inc. policies.  Copyright © 2012 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For 
information on reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication, 
please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of  
the piece. Please respect the legal rights of  our contributors. All content is used by per-
mission from the officer, artist, or author.  Permission to Publish form is on file. 

 

Baronial Device, Officer Badges, and some clipart by Duchesse Sabine de Rouen.    
Cover art by Isra alZarqa. Proofread by  Elena MacPherson 

Submissions for the next Gryphon’s Tale are due the20th of  each month.  
Please send your event flyers, calendar updates, officer letters, educational or 
entertaining articles, original color artwork, photos, class handouts and “How 
To” guides for subjects pertaining to our SCA lives.  
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dancingkatz@att.net 
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25 Bayberry Ct, Springboro, OH 45066 
(513) 748-6239 ladygwennan@aol.com 
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(Sheryl Eldridge Clark)  
2332 Villa Rd., Springfield, OH 45503 

(937) 605-9418 birnaoforkney@aol.com 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
THLord Joshua Frost (James Rutan) 

248 Delaware Crossing, Eaton, OH 45320 
(937) 456-9078 jrutan@woh.rr.com 

Historian 
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 3576 Jayfred Circle, Beavercreek, Ohio 45432 
Estelle.Chauvelin@gmail.com 

Chronicler 
Elena MacPhearson (Brenda McPherson) 

752 E. Dorothy Lane, Kettering, Ohio 45419 
(937) 293-3793 

doylemcpherson@sbcglobal.net 
 

Baronial Seneschal 
Lord Edward Foxley (Jason Butsch)  

4926 Meadow Vista Ct. Hamilton, OH 
45011 

(513) 892-4285 thegreyfox1@juno.com 

 

Baron and Baroness 
Master Dafydd Blaidd and Baroness Meriel Fitzwilliam 

( Dave Majors and Jani Riley) 
4906 Silver Arrow Dr. ,Riverside, OH 45327 
937-271-6507 (Dave) 937-602-3008 (Jani) 

dafydd@midrealm.org  meriel@midrealm.org   

Heraldic Pursuivant 
Sorca Drac (Diane Brunner) 

411 Nordale Ave. Dayton, Ohio 45420 
(937)830-2118 sorcadrac@gmail.com 

Chamberlain 
Timothy the Just (Tim Hines) 
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(937)376-7836 
 

Minister of Arts & Sciences 
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thomasjzla@att.net   
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Sgt Alrekr Eriksson (Danny Ross) 
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wyldspectr@aol.com 

Chirurgeon 
 Position is Available!!! 

Marshal of Fence 
Lord Wit die Groot (John Van Roekel)  

jvanroekel@gmail.com 

Captain of Archers 
THLord Joshua Frost (James Rutan) 

248 Delaware Crossing, Eaton, OH 45320 
(937) 456-9078 jrutan@woh.rr.com 

Web Minister 
THLord Lancelin Peregrinus (Grant Root) 

1723 Auburn Ave., Dayton, OH 45406 
(937) 274-3378 lancelin@rootcentral.org 

 

mailto:dafydd@midrealm.org
mailto:meriel@midrealm.org
mailto:thomasjzla@att.net
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Baronial Calendar 

Shire of Havenhold— Project Night  is everything Thursday except for the 2nd Thursday which 

is the Baronial Meeting. The business meeting for the shire is the on the following Thursday 

after the Baronial meeting. 

 

Marche of Norobough– Meetings are the 1st Wednesday of the month.  

 

Marche of Hawks Kaye– meetings are on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month.  

 

Marche of Winged Hills– Meeting is the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

 

Archery Practice– every Sunday 

 

Baronial Fight Practice– TBA  

 
For more information see our web site (www.midrealm.org/gryphony) or our Facebook page 

Barony of the Flaming Gryphon.  

Verify group meeting times and locations with group Seneschals and activity coordinators 
prior to meeting.  

Please contact the Baronial Chronicler to add or change Marches Meetings, A&S Meet-
ings, Demos, Heavy, Rapier, Archery, Thrown Weapons, Equestrian Practice, and other 
Marche and Baronial activities and events on the Baronial calendar 

Baronial Marches Contact Information 
 

Havenholde (Canton of Flaming Gryphon) Clark County OH   
Contact: Eoin Drake (Rob Schneider) (937) 510-5853 uncleleather@aol.com 

 
Hawkes Keye (Canton of Flaming Gryphon) Hamilton County OH  

Contact: No permission to Publish on file. 
 

Norborough (Canton of Flaming Gryphon) Darke, Miami, and Shelby Counties OH  
Contact: Shamira Rae Linacre (Sharon Linder) (937)548-8162 (before 10pm) shamira13@hotmail.com 

 
Saint Joan (College of Flaming Gryphon) University of Dayton (Dayton OH) 

Contact: No permission to Publish on file. 
 

Unicorn (Canton of Flaming Gryphon) Miami University (Oxford OH)  
Contact: No permission to Publish on file. 

 
Winged Hills (Canton of Flaming Gryphon) Dayton OH  

Contact: THLord Lancelin Peregrinus (Grant Root) 

1723 Auburn Ave., Dayton, OH 45406 

(937) 274-3378 lancelin@rootcentral.org 
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   Greetings to the people of the Flaming Gry-
phon! 
 
We are well-met in January. The ladies of the Barony 
have chosen their Champion. Congratulations to Lord 
Machonna of Dark River!  We owe many thanks as 
well to Lord Gilchrist MacPherson, our outgoing 
Champion, for his service to the Barony both at home 
and abroad. 
We look forward this month to the choosing of our Baronial Artisan. We 
would like to commend the outgoing Artisan, Lady Elizabeta Foscari, for her 
beautiful work and her service in her position. We hope that many of the 
populace will be able to join us at Twelfth Night, to share in the camaraderie 
of the season and admire the talents of the artisans who will be showing 
their works. 
Looking ahead into March, we have an interesting combination tournament 
being held at Ceilidh, many classes will surely be at the Winged Hills Col-
legium, and a number of tournaments, including the new “Best of the Best-
East” rapier tournament, and a tournament to choose our new Baronial Ra-
pier Champion. 
We have received word that the Middle Kingdom has its first ally for Penn-
sic—the East Kingdom. This will surely be an interesting episode in the 
Pennsic Wars. 
May the winter treat us gently and Spring visit us soon. Our best to you and 
yours. 
In Service, 
Dafydd, Meriel 
 
 



Winter 2012 
Midrealm Calendar of  Events 

January 
21    A Regular Event in Cleftlands: The 14th Warrior  

          {Barony of Cleftlands } [Rocky River, OH]  

          Midrealm Chivalry Retreat 
                   {Flaming Gryphon} [Wapakoneta, OH]  
21-22  Winter Revel 
                  {Canton of Three Walls} [Ionia, MI]  
27-28  Market Day at Birka XXIII 
                  {Barony of Stonemarche (East Kingdom)} [Manchester, NH]  
27-29  Festival of Maidens XXXIX 

                  {Wurmwald} [Urbana, IL]  
28     Its Only a Flesh Wound 

             {Barony of Jaravellir (Kingdom of NorthShield)} [Jefferson, WI]  
         Twelfth Night in the Middle Marches(Free!)  
                   {Marche of Tirnewydd} [Columbus, OH]   

February  
4     A Day at St. Catherine's Cloister - Demystifying A&S Competitions 

              {Barony of Cynnabar} [Saline, MI]   
         Better War Though Archery 
                   {Barony Of Sternfeld} [Danville, IN]  
         Cecil's Freeze 
                   {Shire of Dark River} [Moline, IL]  
11     St. Valentines Day Massacre and Tournament of Chivalry  

              {Canton of Three Hills} [Kalamazoo, MI]  
18     Masque of Courtly Love 

              {Marche of Alderford} [North Canton, OH]  
25     Candlemas 

              {Shire of Dragonsmark} [Lexington, KY]  
         Pentamere Academy of Defense (PAoD), Round 5 
                   {Canton of Ealdnordwuda} [East Lansing, MI]  
        Quest for No Man's Land & Midlands Regional A&S Faire  
                   {Shire of Blackhawk} [Warren, IL]  

March 
 3        Northern Oaken Regional Academy of Defense 

                   {Marche of the Thistle} [Dalton, OH]   
         Rogue's Day 
                   {Shire of Swordcliff} [Chatham, IL]  
10     Ceilidh XXIV 

              {Flaming Gryphon} [Wapakoneta, OH] 
         Middle Kingdom Herald's Pointe and Scribal Collegium 
                   {Canton of WeldLake} [Howell, MI]  
11-18 Gulf Wars XXI 
                   {Kingdom of Gleann Abhann} [Lumberton, MS]  
24-25 Winged Hills Collegium  
                   {Shire of Winged Hills} [Dayton, OH]  
31     Grand Tourney of Unicorn  
                   {Marche of the Unicorn} [Oxford, OH]  

http://cleftlands.cwru.edu/jan12.html
http://www.vinterholt.org/MCR.html
http://www.winterrevel.com/
http://www.festivalofmaidens.info/
http://midrealm.org/scacolumbus/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=70&Itemid=84
http://www.cynnabar.org/st-catherines
http://www.midrealm.org/sternfeld/bwta/
http://midrealm.org/threehills/valday/
http://www.alderford.org/events/masque2012
http://www.midrealm.org/ealdnordwuda/PAOD.html
http://www.vanthor.com/va2/event.asp
http://www.brendoken.org/NORAD.html
http://weldlake.org/pointe/heraldspointe.htm
http://www.gulfwars.org/
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In this installment of Alrekr and Gilchrist go to the movies we bring you 

the NEW Conan movie. We were hoping that this review would be 

unlike all others that we have written (never you mind the fact we have only written one other 

review). We were hoping to report that this movie was bigger, better and more totally awesome 

than the original. If we did, we would be lying. This movie stunk. And here we tried to think of 

some witty analogy like stunk as bad a Tuchux jockstrap, but nothing worse came to mind, so 

we will leave it at the Tuchux level. 

 First of all, I have no idea where these actors went to acting school at, but William Shat-

ner would have been embarrassed by the performances given. During the overly dramatic 

pauses in this movie Captain Kirk could have delivered the Saint Crispin’s Day speech. Let us 

also not forget the actors chosen for the roles needed to have been more thought out. Conan 

should be larger than life and muscles on top of muscles…this guy needed a damn sammich! 

And the main evil dude! Wow, if Willie Nelson and Ted Nuggent had gotten together and done 

the nasty, this is what he would have looked like. The chicks, however, were hot in many dif-

ferent ways. You had the evil hot chick, though the incestuous overtones were a bit much, the 

girl next door hot chick, the main heroine, and just naked chicks running around the movie. It 

should be noted to Hollywood, however, that hot chicks cannot save a movie! There hasta been 

some kind of plot somewhere. 

 There were many other things that tried to save this stink-bomb, but none worked. Much 

like Season of the Witch, Ron Pearlman could not have carried this movie, and neither could 

the voice acting of Morgan Freeman. They tried, dang they tried, but ultimately failed to de-

liver. When you have such problems like mixing Native Americans, Romans, Dark Age Bar-

barians, and Shaolin Monks all in the same movie you will have issues. Also, when the main 

hero who claims to have been searching for the main antagonist all his life finds him less than 

one day sailing away, there are mega issues. 

 There was good about this movie. The action scenes were solid and the locations were 

breath taking. There was plenty of blood and limbs getting severed to satisfy anyone’s gore 

tooth. The locations were nice on the eyes and the sets very nice. The above being said how-

ever, does not save a movie where you are yearning for Arnold’s acting and voice delivery. 

 In all, this movie seemed like a 12 year old dungeon master wrote, produced, and di-

rected it. There was plenty of fighting, naked chicks, and plot holes. Overall, we give this 

movie 2 ermine spots out of 5. 

Review: Conan “Not So” Barbarian 

By Alrekr Erikson and  

Gilchrist MacPherson 



  

Greetings Citizens of the Barony of Flaming Gryphon, 

 
 The holiday feasts are now over.  Our kingdom’s enemies will be 

mending their armor and sharpening their spears.  The season of 

war will soon be upon us.  I send this missive as a call to arms.  An-

swer your feudal levy, don your armor, gather your weapons, and 

join the Order of the Sable Shield in defense of our lands. 

 

   In preparation for this war season I ask that all soldiers capable of 

doing so become authorized in rapier.  Battles are not just won with training and discipline, but 

with numbers.  And on the rapier field, the additional of 20 fighters can have a significant impact.  

So let’s all do our best to increase our ranks in that discipline. 

 

Additionally, all good soldiers should know how to fire a bow.  I encourage all who can to be-

come authorized in combat archery, and also to build their own equipment.  Go to our own Master 

Eric’s website for more information: http://www.havenholde.net/35footspear/ .   Lady Appolonia 

also will often be at practice in Dayton on Thursdays to answer any questions and help with train-

ing. 

 

 If rapier and archery were not enough, we are also asking fighters that can to build throwing 

weapons for us to use during limited front battles when the enemy is static and in range, a com-

mon occurrence in bridge battles.  Rules can be found on page 14 of the SCA Marshals Hand-

book: http://www.sca.org/officers/marshal/docs/marshal_handbook.pdf  and page 29 of the 

Midrealm Handbook: http://www.midrealm.org/marshal/handbook/armoredcombat/

Midrealm_Armored_Combat_Handbook_v11.0.pdf. 

These past few months as Baronial Warlord I have been striving to enact a Strategic Plan, 

developed with the knights and captains, to improve the Barony’s armored melee fighting capa-

bilities.  This has involved facilitating a more organized approach to the Dayton fight practice.  

The goal is to not only improve the performance of our regular attendees, but also draw back 

fighters to practice who want something more than meet and beat.  We are also dedicating more 

effort to recruiting new fighters by establishing offices for the Order of the Sable Shield: War 

Chatelaine, held by Lord Tyr, Marketing and Communications, held by Nikais, and Demo Offi-

cer, held by Lord Ruger.  The goal with all this recruiting effort is to get the SCA’s name out 

there.  Many people know re-enactors exist, but most don’t know there is a group in their own 

town, especially the SCA.  We need to change that. 

 

To help support all of these lofty goals and take care of the equipment we already have, 

we need to raise funds.  Currently, the Order of the Sable Shield Fundraiser Office is vacant.  If 

you are interested, let me know.  We would like to have the resources to purchase advertising, a 

loaner armor trailer, Baronial Fighter tent, and possibly other gear.  By fundraising outside of the 

normal Baronial structure, we are not asking the Barony as a whole to fund items that only benefit 

a subset of the larger group. This is going to be a great year, and we are going to have a lot of fun!  

I hope that everyone can come together, take pride in our Barony, and assist in making the Flam-

ing Gryphon, Order of the Sable Shield larger and stronger. 

 

Capt. Boris Movila 

Warlord, Barony of Flaming Gryphon 
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http://www.havenholde.net/35footspear/
http://www.sca.org/officers/marshal/docs/marshal_handbook.pdf
http://www.midrealm.org/marshal/handbook/armoredcombat/Midrealm_Armored_Combat_Handbook_v11.0.pdf
http://www.midrealm.org/marshal/handbook/armoredcombat/Midrealm_Armored_Combat_Handbook_v11.0.pdf
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Champions Arts and Sciences Cronicle  

for the 34th Champion of the Most Ancient and Noble Barony of the Flaming 

Gryphon 

set forth by Sgt Machonna of Darkriver 

begun Sunday, November 13th A.S. 46 

 
 To their Excellencies Dafydd and Meriel, Baron and Baroness of Flaming Gryphon, and 

unto the Ladies and Lords of the Barony I send greetings.  I hope this missive finds you hale 

and whole, and with good cheer.  I have been asked to seek knowledge in the Arts and Sciences, 

and record my findings for the benefit of the Barony.  I will primarily focus on casting metals, 

but may include other miscellaneous projects as I happen upon them. In regards to casting, I 

have two main goals.  1) Learn to and begin casting using more permanent mold mediums. 2) 

Learn to and begin casting in semi precious and precious metals.  Here begins the recordings of 

my Quest. 

 At Flaming Gryphon's Baronial Championships A.S. 46, I presented a few examples of 

my preliminary casting work.  These pewter casts had been made using carved wood as molds.  

While this is a very period method, as wood was abundant, it has some limitations.  Wood 

molds are limited use items.  Pewter has a very low melting point relative to other metals such 

as copper, brass, or precious metals, but will still burn the wooden mold.  The hotter your metal 

must be to pour, the quicker your mold will burn.  Eventually, your mold will be destroyed 

through use.  Other materials may be used to make a more permanent mold.  Soapstone will not 

burn, and is widely used by casters.  I've been wanting to learn how to work with soapstone as a 

casting medium for a while.  Sand casting is another ancient method used for fine casting.   

Sand casting employs a master copy of the item being cast, and a matrix of sand and mixing 

medium to take an impression.  I have made preliminary contacts with more experienced arti-

sans and will be pursuing learning from them in the coming months. 

Update: 

 Since the start of this quest, I have completed a new belt tip with the arms of Sir Thor-

kelson.  This mold was again made from wood.   I have also started to work with soapstone as a 

casting medium.  Helpful advice to new casters:  Make sure the soapstone you buy is not po-

rous.  A porous mold will not be pretty, nor will it survive long.  My first soapstone purchase 

taught me this, hopefully you will not have so expensive a learning curve on this point.   I had 

hoped to be further along in my goals by this Gryphon's Page report, however the holiday sea-

son severely cut into my time resources.  I will have a few examples on display at Baronial 12th 

Night, as well as my casting tools and molds.  Space and venue permitting, I will be actively 

demonstrating my casting as well. 
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Behold the horns are blowing. 
 The hour of war arrived 

We brave who  go marching  
To win this fight or die 

 
Behold the winds are blowing 

As loved ones watch us go 
We brave who go marching  
To fight for this our home 

 
Behold the rains are coming  

To wash away our tracks 
We brave who go marching  
Who might not make it back 

  
We brave who go marching 

To fight for kin and king 
And if  we fall upon the field  

We will ride on Valkyrie wings 
 

-- AgnarrTyr Johanson 
(John Cretsinger) 

We brave who go marching 
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Kids Korner 

How to draw a Griffin  

 http://www.howtodrawit.com/griffin.html  

http://www.howtodrawit.com/griffin.html
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This spring after living at my house for 7 years I finally 

found time to make rose water. I have somewhere be-

tween 6 and 7 rose plants (I think this winter finally 

killed one). Only two are large enough to provide 

enough flowers to make multiple batches of rose water. 

 

To make rose water you need pesticide free rose petals, 

water, a stock pot, a rock or trivet, a glass or stainless 

steel bowl, a lid that fits the stock pot and ice or very 

cold water. 

 

Place the trivet or rock in the bottom of the stock pot. 

 

You want to pluck (or cut off) the flowers in the morning 

just after the dew has dried up. Then you need to sort 

through them. You do not want any blemishes on the 

roses, so no brown wilted sections or major black spots. 

The longer you simmer the petals, the more diluted the 

rose water will become. 

 

You will need clean (preferably sterilized) containers to 

hold the rose water. In my case I made 4 to 12 ounce 

batches. Depending on the size of the pot and how long 

you let the rose petals steep and how many roses and water you 

have, really depends on how much rose water you make. The dis-

tilled rose water that is made will be clear. The remaining water in the pot will take on the color of the 

petals. In my case since I was using red roses I had a very dark red liquid left. According to several 

recourses I found, I could use this water. 

 

You then can store the rose water in the refrigerator or the 

freezer until you needed it or use it immediately. Or you 

can add a small amount of vodka to it to help it last longer. 

 

There are several places out on the Internet that explains 

how to do this process. Some suggest you start with dis-

tilled water and don’t set up a home distiller. Just bring the 

petals & water to almost a boil and then turn off the heat 

and let set for about an hour. Then, strain out the rose petals 

and store in clean containers. This rose water will be col-

ored by the rose petals. 

 

Several tips: if your pot and lid can not make a good seal take a piece of aluminum foil folded over 

several times and place around the rim. This can help. 

 

I found my rose water didn’t smell really rosy, more like a hint of roses. I believe this is because I did-

n’t have a good seal between my pot and lid and I lost a lot of the volatiles needed to get that smell.  

Figure 1: The Rose bush I used to make the Rose Water 

Figure 2: Cut flowers  

Figure 3: Plucked Rose Petals  

How To Make Rose Water 
Article and Photos by Tilla Chandler 



My kitchen and house smelled lovely and of roses while I was dis-

tilling the rose water. 
 

I used a trivet but realized when I was halfway through my last batch 

I could have used the strainer that came with my stockpot (it’s for 

making pasta). 

 

I also believe that bringing the water up to a boil released or killed 

too many volatiles. I think if I could have used a much gentler heat 

with a better seal I would have gotten a better product. 

 

According to several resources I’ve found, one of the ways to get rose water or oil was to set up a dis-

tiller but the water and rose petals were in a flask that was placed in a bowl of sand which was heated. 

Unfortunately I’m not sure how they captured the steam then 

caused it to condense. I would like to try this method at a future 

date. 

 

Resources 

Books 

 

Websites 

http://www.care2.com/greenliving/rose-water-how-to-make-

your-own.html 

http://www.northcountrymercantile.com/soapmakinglibrary/how

-to-make-rose-oil-rose-water/ 

http://tipnut.com/how-to-make-rose-water-4-recipes/ 

http://homecooking.about.com/od/allherbrecipes/r/blherb1.htm 

http://www.ehow.com/how_2123201_make-rosewater.html 

http://www.thearmeniankitchen.com/2011/02/how-to-make-rosewater.html 

http://indianapublicmedia.org/focusonflowers/rose-water/ 

 

Videos 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJKbqxj3PJg 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbdXsQIe9mI&feature=related 

YouTube has a lot of videos showing similar set ups to mine. 
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Figure 5: Entire set-up w/ petals, trivet, 

bowl and lid  

Figure 4: Torn up petals in the pot.  

http://www.care2.com/greenliving/rose-water-how-to-make-your-own.html
http://www.care2.com/greenliving/rose-water-how-to-make-your-own.html
http://www.northcountrymercantile.com/soapmakinglibrary/how-to-make-rose-oil-rose-water/
http://www.northcountrymercantile.com/soapmakinglibrary/how-to-make-rose-oil-rose-water/
http://tipnut.com/how-to-make-rose-water-4-recipes/
http://homecooking.about.com/od/allherbrecipes/r/blherb1.htm
http://www.ehow.com/how_2123201_make-rosewater.html
http://www.thearmeniankitchen.com/2011/02/how-to-make-rosewater.html
http://indianapublicmedia.org/focusonflowers/rose-water/

