WARNING!  Under Indiana law, an equine professional is not liable for an injury to, or the death of, a participant in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities.

Release/Waiver and Hold Harmless Agreement

This is a Waiver of Your Legal Rights, and an Agreement Not to Sue

I hereby acknowledge that I am aware and fully understand that horses can be unpredictable and dangerous animals. I realize that participants and even spectators attending equestrian activities (such as riding or being near horses, whether at an arena, stable or on a trail ride) place themselves in a potentially hazardous environment that poses a substantial risk of injury to person and property and that occasionally serious injury or even death to riders, spectators and horses occurs. I am aware that there are numerous obvious and non-obvious inherent risks which are always present in equestrian activities, on or near horses. I understand that pregnant women are specifically advised to not ride horses. Nevertheless, by my signing this agreement, I hereby, knowingly and voluntarily, with full appreciation for the danger, assume all risks of injury to my person or property, no matter how catastrophic and no matter the cause, which may occur as a result of my past, present, or future participation in or attendance at any equestrian activities conducted on or near the property of Vance VanDoren and Nancy VanDoren located at 8650 Kirkridge Lane, Lafayette, Indiana 47905 and the adjoining property of Vickie Poole located at 8700 Kirkridge Lane, Lafayette, Indiana 47905 (hereinafter the “Properties”).  I further assume all such risks to my minor children as a result of their participation in or attendance at such equestrian activities.

______________ (INITIAL)

In consideration for allowing me and/or my minor children to participate and/or be a spectator at equestrian activities on the Properties, on behalf of myself, my heirs and my estate, I hereby release and hold harmless VanDoren Industries, Inc., its owners, agents, employees, volunteers and assigns as well as the operators of any equestrian activity conducted by or for Vance VanDoren and/or Nancy VanDoren and/or Vickie Poole, their employees, agents, employees, volunteers and assigns (collectively known hereafter as the “Released Parties”), from any and all duty, liability or responsibility to me, my estate, heirs and assigns, that may arise from an accident, damage, injury or illness to me, my minor children, my horses, or my property as a result of my participation and/or my minor children’s participation in, or attendance at, any and all equestrian activities conducted on the Properties, including, but not limited to, any and all damage, injury or illness to me, my minor children, my horses or my property, that may arise from the negligent acts or omissions of the Released Parties.

______________ (INITIAL)

I understand and agree that the Released Parties make no representations, warranties or guarantees regarding the safety, training or suitability of any horse for any purpose. I also agree that the Released Parties are not responsible for acts, occurrences, or elements of nature or a particular location that can injure a person or scare a horse, cause it to trip, fall or react in some other manner. These elements include, but are not limited to, thunder, lightning, rain, wind, wild and domestic animals, other people and horses, temperature, natural and man-made objects, and irregular footing on groomed or wild land which may be obscured by vegetation or subject to change according to the forces of nature. I understand that the Released Parties make no representations, warranties, or guarantees concerning the safety or condition of, any trail, structure or surface located on the Properties.

______________ (INITIAL)

By signing this release, I hereby grant the Released Parties my permission to initiate emergency first aid treatment for myself and/or my minor children and to initiate emergency veterinary treatment for my horses in the event such treatment is reasonably required. I also agree to be financially responsible for any such care rendered to me, my minor children and my horses.

______________ (INITIAL)

I agree not bring any legal lawsuit, action or proceeding against any Released Parties, even if they engage in negligent conduct. I also agree to defend, indemnify and hold harmless the Released Parties against all claims, demands and causes of action (which includes court costs and attorney’s fees), prosecuted for my benefit. I agree that this release extends to all claims of every kind and nature whatsoever whether known or unknown.

______________ (INITIAL)

I agree that protective head gear which meets or exceeds the quality standards of the SEI certified and ASTM standard F1163 equestrian helmet, must be purchased and worn by me and/or my minor child while riding and being near horses on the Properties, and the wearing of such helmet may reduce the severity of some head injuries and may prevent my serious injury or death as a result of a fall or other occurrence.  Nevertheless, I understand and agree that the Released Parties make no representations, warranties or guarantees concerning the performance, safety or effectiveness of any helmet or any other equipment that I may employ during my participation in equestrian activities on the Properties.

I HAVE READ, UNDERSTOOD AND VOLUNTARILY AGREE TO THIS TWO-PAGE RELEASE/WAIVER. I FURTHER AGREE THAT NO ORAL STATEMENTS, REPRESENTATIONS OR INDUCEMENTS APART FROM THIS WRITTEN AGREEMENT HAVE BEEN MADE TO ME TO OBTAIN MY CONSENT.

PRINTED NAME OF PARTICIPANT: 


ADDRESS: 


SIGNATURE OF PARTICIPANT: 


(if participant is an adult)

SIGNATURE OF PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN: 


(if participant is a minor)

PRINTED NAME OF SIGNER: 


(if different from Participant)

SIGNER’S RELATIONSHIP TO MINOR: 


DATE: _________________  WITNESSED: 


